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The Illinois State Judges Website includes in a single place biographical and professional data 

and information on the election and appointment of all Illinois State Judges sitting during the 

calendar year 2015.  

All data are available to anyone to use and analyze 
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Background and a Brief History and Guide to the Illinois Judicial System 

 The Illinois Supreme Court came into existence on December 3, 1818, when then 

President James Monroe signed an Act of Congress admitting Illinois to the United States as a 

state. In anticipation, a constitutional convention was held in Kaskaskia, the state’s first capital, 

and the first state constitution was adopted there on August 26, 1818. Article IV of that first 

constitution provided generally for a state judicial system, stating that the judicial power was 

vested in a supreme court composed of four justices, and ‘such inferior courts as the [Illinois] 

General Assembly[, the bicameral state legislature,] shall establish.’ 

 The first four Illinois Supreme Court justices were appointed by the general assembly to 

serve until the expiration of their terms in 1824. Under the first constitution, the general 

assembly had the authority to appoint all four Illinois Supreme Court justices and all judges 

throughout the state. 

 The Illinois General Assembly in 1818 divided the state into four judicial circuits. 

Justices of the peace, elected or appointed by local government officials, administered the 

ordinary, day-by-day business of the law. Initially there were no circuit courts. The individual 

Illinois Supreme Court justices rode circuit, meaning that they periodically came to the circuit to 

decided accumulated cases in the jurisdiction.  

 The state capital moved from Kaskaskia to Vandalia in 1820, where it remained for 20 

years. In 1824 when the terms of the first four Illinois Supreme Court justices expired, the 

general assembly appointed four new justices and added a fifth. These judges had no fixed term, 

serving at the pleasure of the general assembly with a two-thirds vote.  

 In 1824 the Illinois General Assembly, in addition to adding a justice to the supreme 

court, created five circuit court judgeships, one for each circuit. However, in 1827, a new general 

assembly legislated out of existence the newly created organization of judicial circuits and 

judgeships, and returned the Illinois Supreme Court justices to four justices who rode circuit.  

 In 1836 Abraham Lincoln, a young lawyer from Sangamon County, introduced 

legislation removing the capital from Vandalia to Springfield, which occurred in 1839. 

 Again in 1841 the entire judiciary was reorganized: all circuit courts and sitting circuit 

court judges were legislated out of existence, while the number of Illinois Supreme Court 

justices increased from four to nine justices who rode circuit.  

This increase in the number of Illinois Supreme Court justices had a political component, 

as several members of the Supreme Court at the time were partisans in the case of Field v. 

People ex rel. McClernand. 3 Ill. 79 (1839). Former Illinois Secretary of State Stephen D. 

Douglas not only lobbied for increasing the number of Illinois Supreme Court justices, but also 

obtained an appointment for himself in 1841 as one of the nine justices. 

From 1818 to 1848, the Illinois General Assembly appointed twenty-three justices to the 

Illinois Supreme Court. During this period, the general assembly, at its pleasure, appointed and 

removed numerous circuit court judges. 
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In 1848 a new constitution was adopted which completely restructured the court system, 

replacing all nine sitting Supreme Court justices and establishing a Supreme Court of three 

justices. These justices were to be elected by popular vote in three newly created ‘grand 

divisions’ of the state. The term of office for these justices was nine years, and they were 

required to convene together as a court only three times a year, once in each division. Since 1848 

all Supreme Court justices have been popularly elected in partisan primary and general elections, 

as they were in 2015.  

Another constitutional convention was called in 1869 and in 1870 the third Illinois 

constitution was adopted, including Article VI setting out a new and more complex judicial 

system. The 1870 constitution in Article VI established a supreme court with seven justices, each 

elected to a nine-year term. The state was newly divided according to the distribution of the 

population into seven judicial district, with an elected justice from each district. 

The 1870 constitution established a new appellate court and gave the Illinois Supreme 

Court the authority to make rules governing the judiciary at all levels. The 1870 constitution also 

required the supreme court to report annually to the Illinois Governor, to call attention to 

deficiencies or problems in state laws, and to recommend corrective legislation to the Illinois 

General Assembly.  

This supreme court met in the seven districts until 1879 when the legislature required the 

supreme court to hear cases only in Springfield, and to sit for five terms each year. The 1870 

constitution established autonomy for the court, with the newly created authority to initiate and 

improve existing law. This new authority was symbolized by the dedication of the new supreme 

court courthouse in Springfield in 1908.  

From time to time, the Illinois General Assembly created numerous specialty courts in a 

piecemeal fashion, many with overlapping jurisdiction. By 1962 Cook County alone had 208 

separate courts, including, for example, family court, criminal court, municipal court as well as 

75 justice of the peace courts and 103 police magistrate courts. To address this confusion, the 

Judicial Article of 1964 (effective January 1, 1964) was adopted by the voters as a constitutional 

amendment, replacing Article VI of the 1870 constitution. 

The Judicial Article of 1964 established a unified three tier judicial system with a 

supreme court, appellate courts, and circuit courts. Prior specialty courts were abolished, and 

their jurisdiction, powers, and duties were transferred to the circuit courts. 

The judicial system and supreme court created by the Judicial Article of 1964 effectively 

remained in place in 2015. The supreme court consisted of seven justices elected from five 

judicial districts for staggered ten-year terms. Three of the seven are elected from the First 

Judicial District (Cook County), while each of the other four justices are elected from their own 

judicial district. 

The Judicial Article of 1964 vested in the Illinois Supreme Court general administrative 

authority over the entire court system and granted to the Illinois Supreme Court the authority to 

select its own chief justice for a three-year term with primary responsibility for court 
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administration. By practice the position of chief justice falls to the next senior Justice. 

Additionally, the Judicial Article of 1964 set eligibility requirements for all other judges and 

prohibited judges from ‘engag[ing] in the practice of law or hold[ing] any office or position of 

profit.’  

The Illinois Constitution of 1970 left basically unchanged the system established in 1964: 

the three tiered structure of the judicial system, the seven-member Illinois Supreme Court elected 

from the five established judicial districts, a system of oversight residing in the supreme court, 

and the system and practice of electing and appointing judges. A change was made in the type of 

appeals made to the Illinois Supreme Court in 1970, decreasing the supreme court’s mandatory 

caseload, allowing the court to focus more on its administrative and supervisory responsibilities.  

An Introductory Guide to the Judicial System of Election and Appointment 

  A justice of the Illinois Supreme Court must be a citizen of the United States, a licensed 

attorney in Illinois, and a resident of the electing district and circuit. In Illinois, judges and 

justices are either elected or appointed.  

The judicial system has three levels. The Illinois Supreme Court is the last court of appeal 

within the judiciary and consists of seven justices, three from the Illinois First Appellate District 

(Cook County); and one each from the remaining four districts. There are 24 circuits with 496 

circuit court judges, as of December 31, 2015. There are 102 counties, and judicial circuits and 

districts may be comprised of one or more contiguous counties. [See Map of judicial circuits and 

appellate court districts and circuits, superimposed upon the map of counties.]  

Judicial Qualifications, Terms, and Titles 

 A judge at any level must be a citizen of the United States, an attorney licensed to 

practice in Illinois, and a resident of the district or circuit to which the judge is appointed or 

elected.  

 Partisan elections, set by the political parties, elect an Illinois Supreme Court justice to a 

ten-year term. At the expiration of that term, the Illinois Supreme Court justice must stand for a 

retention election under specific rules requiring the justice to run uncontested. However, to 

remain on the court, the justice must receive 60% of the vote in favor of retention.   

If a justice fails to receive the 60% vote, the justice cannot remain on the Illinois 

Supreme Court, but may be appointed as an associate by the Illinois Supreme Court. Upon a 

vacancy on the supreme court, the supreme court appoints an interim justice who must then stand 

in the next general election and primary election. Illinois Supreme Court justices are selected in 

partisan, i.e. party designated, elections after a partisan nomination process. One supreme court 

justice is elected from one of the four judicial districts, three justices are elected from District 1, 

Cook County. A decision of the supreme court requires a concurrence of four justices.  

 The Illinois Supreme Court justices select their own chief justice for a three-year term. 

The Court is the general administrative head of the entire court system, with the Office of the 

Chief Justice taking primary responsibility for judicial administration.  
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 The Illinois Supreme Court hears cases where there is a challenge under the state or 

federal constitutions, and the court may hear, at its discretion, appeals from the appellate court. 

The supreme court also hears some appeals from the lower courts, and has original jurisdiction in 

cases involving revenue, mandamus, prohibition and habeas corpus.  

The Appellate Courts’ Jurisdiction 

 The Illinois Appellate Court judges serve ten-year terms, and are elected by the voters in 

their district. There are five judicial districts. Vacancies are filled by appointment by the Illinois 

Supreme Court. After appointment, the appellate court judge must stand in the next general 

election and primary. The Illinois Appellate Court is divided into five judicial districts: Cook 

County (District One); and the remainder of the state divided into four judicial districts, of 

approximately equal population. [See Map of judicial circuits and appellate court districts and 

circuits, superimposed upon the map of counties.] Every verdict from a circuit court may be 

appealed as of right to the appellate court, with the exception that a verdict of acquittal may not 

be appealed by the State. 

The Circuit Courts’ Jurisdiction, Titles, and Terms 

 The circuit courts have general jurisdiction over all civil and criminal matters, except 

those limited and specific areas in which the Supreme Court has sole and original jurisdiction.  

 The circuit court has 23 numbered judicial circuits. [See Map of judicial circuits and 

appellate court districts and circuits, superimposed upon the map of counties.] The Illinois First 

Judicial Circuit is Cook County, and that circuit includes no other counties. 

 Circuit courts contain circuit and associate judges. Circuit court judges are elected by the 

voters in their circuit for a six-year term. At the expiration of that term, the circuit court judge 

must stand in a retention election before the electorate of that circuit in order to serve for another 

six-year term. In each circuit the circuit judges elect a chief judge to administer judicial matters 

in that circuit.  

 Associate judges are appointed by the judges of the circuit based on merit to serve for a 

four-year term. Associate judges may also be appointed by the supreme court. Associate judges 

hear all cases except felony matters, unless so authorized by the supreme court. The supreme 

court may assign judges in any circuit. 

 For the year 2015 there were 1001 circuit court judges, and 54 appellate court judges. A 

circuit court judge may carry the title At Large, Resident, or Associate. At Large judges are 

elected from the entire circuit, including from all of Cook County. Resident judges are chosen by 

the electorate of the country or circuit in which they reside, or from Chicago in Cook County. 

The other judges in their circuit, serving for four years, appoint associate judges, who are then 

appointed by the supreme court.  

 Judicial assignments may include traffic, domestic violence, misdemeanor or felony. The 

assignment for judges in 2015 represents the assignment listed for that judge by the Supreme 
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Court or Sullivan’s Directory. Not all judges have a specific court assignment, and assignments 

may change during the year.  

 The number of judges in a circuit is based upon population, and vacancies are filled by 

appointment of a judge meeting the residential and other qualifications. The chief judge of the 

circuit assigns where judges sit.  

 

Map of Illinois Judicial Circuits 
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Map of Illinois Judicial Districts 
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Methodology 

 

Identification 

Judges names are as listed on the Illinois Supreme Court website in 2015 with each 

judges first last and middle name or middle initial. The list is sorted alphabetically by last name 

(A) and by circuit and subcircuit and alphabetically within jurisdiction (B). The designation of 

circuits and subcircuits follow the designation listed by the Illinois Supreme Court, with the 

exception of Circuit One, Cook County. 

  

The listing of judges for Cook County follow the Cook County Circuit website, with 

judges within in Cook County being listed alphabetically (A) and as organized the same as the 

Illinois Supreme Court website(B).  

 

Gender was inferred from the name of the judge, or from Sullivans’ or from the judge’s own 

website. 

 

Education and Bar Admission 

The law school from which the judge graduated is listed under education, and the year of bar 

admission in Illinois follows. 

 

County and Judgeship 

County identification is the county of assignment and election, as set out on the Supreme Court 

of Illinois site or for Cook County, as set out on the Cook County site. Subcircuits within the 

judicial circuits excluding Cook County were omitted. 

 

Judgeship title is as appears on the Illinois Supreme Court website. Each judge’s assignment is as 

appears in Sullivan’s 

 

Population 

The population for each county is the population for the county listed as the final population 

count for that county for 2010.  

 

Dates of Appointment and Election for Circuit Court judges 



 

10 

 

The first column is the date of first appointment for that judge, followed by dates of 

reappointment. Appointed judges served for four years. The date of election is the year of the 

judge is first election. Elected judges are elected for six years, with retention for the same period. 

Dates of a judge’s retention follow.  

 

Political Party 

The source of information on judicial affiliation, Republican or Democrat, was Sullivan’s. If a 

judge’s political affiliation was not listed in Sullivan’s, it was obtained from a publicly available 

source, e.g. Ballotopedia or the judge’s personal website.  

 

Legal Experience 

The source of information for a judge’s legal experience was Sullivan’s. Codes for prior legal 

experience are as follows: SA represents State’s Attorney’s Office. PD represents Public 

Defender; PP represents Private Practice, O represents ‘Other.’ Coding rules are as follows: Any 

prior legal experience in the Office of a State’s Attorney was coded SA. Gradations of 

appointments within the Office of the State’s Attorney are not indicated. Similarly, graduations 

of experience or appointment for Public Defender were not indicated, nor were details of the 

experience in private practice or other legal experience. All such details are available in 

Sullivan’s.   

 

Sources:  

SULLIVAN’S JUDICIAL PROFILES, THE ILLINOIS JUDICIAL DIRECTORY 2014—2015 (2015) 

SULLIVAN’S JUDICIAL PROFILES, THE ILLINOIS JUDICIAL DIRECTORY 2015—2016 (2015) 

Illinois Courts, http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/  

Cook County Courts. http://www.cookcountycourts.org 
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